
WHEREAS; over 9,400 women lawyers throughout Wisconsin play a vital role in providing 

legal services to the public for law firms, private corporations, banks, insurance companies, 

nonprofit organizations, and government agencies; and  

WHEREAS; on June 17, 1874, Lavinia Goodell became the first woman lawyer in Wisconsin, 

pioneering a path for women in the legal profession across the state; and 

WHEREAS; despite facing institutional barriers, including being refused admission to practice 

before the Wisconsin Supreme Court in 1875 based on her gender, Lavinia Goodell 

demonstrated unwavering resilience and advocated for legislation that prohibited discrimination 

on the grounds of sex in admission to practice before the Wisconsin Supreme Court, which was 

signed into law in 1877; and 

WHEREAS; over the past 150 years, countless women have entered the legal profession, 

contributing to the richness, diversity, and fairness of the Wisconsin and national legal system; 

and 

WHEREAS; women lawyers in Wisconsin have been instrumental in driving significant legal 

reforms, advocating for the rights of the underrepresented, enhancing the delivery of justice, and 

fostering an inclusive environment that values diversity and equality within the legal community; 

and 

WHEREAS; the state of Wisconsin recognizes the lasting impact of women lawyers on the 

fabric of the state’s legal system and emphasizes the importance of continuing to support and 

promote the advancement of women in the legal profession; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Tony Evers, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, 

do hereby proclaim June 17 2024 as 

WISCONSIN WOMEN LAWYERS DAY 
throughout the State of Wisconsin and I commend this observance 

to all our state’s residents. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State 

of Wisconsin to be affixed. Done at the Capitol in the City of Madison this  17th day of April 

2024. 

 

TONY EVERS, Governor 

By the Governor:  

 

SARAH GODLEWSKI, Secretary of State  

 

 


